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INSTRUMENTATION

Solo Mezzo Soprano
SATB chorus (4, 4, 4, 4)

PROGRAM NOTES

Like most Levantines, I grew up surrounded by vocal settings of Palestinian poet
Mahmoud Darwish’s work, such that when he passed away in 2008, I felt the need to
express my mourning of his loss through music. I chose a poem of his to which I felt
very close (as a near-eastern émigré to North America myself) as the basis of a piece for
mezzo soprano and chamber chorus. The soloist sings in a style reminiscent of Lebanese
and Palestinian folk singing, while the choir is used as an echo chamber in which the
melodies are distorted, echoed, and suspended.

TEXT (free translation is the composer’s)

Gharib fi madina ba3ida
3indama kountou $aghiran
Wa jamilan

Kaanatil wardatou dari
Wal yanaabi3ou bi7ari
Saratil wardatou jour7an
Wal yanabi3ou zhoum?2an.

- Hal taghay’yarta kathiiran?
- Ma taghay’yartou kathiiran

3indama narji3ou kar’ri7i
Ila manzilina

7ad’diqi fi jibhati

Tajidil warda nakhiilan

Wal yanabi3ou 3araq
Tajidini mithlama kountou
Saghiran

Wa jamilan...

ON PRONUNCIATION OF THE ARABIC

i—bee
h - home

1 - as in French, not rounded like in English.

gh —French r
kh — Scottish “ch”, in loch, or Russian kh

hal — pronounced like “hell”, but with a French “1”
. (eg. “man” is pronounced like “men”)

VN
e

a — close to the French
j— zh (i.e. without the d at the onset)

Stranger in a far-away city

When I was small

And beautiful

The flowers were my home

And the streams my seas

The flowers have become a wound
And the streams thirst.

- Have you changed a lot?
- No, I have not

When we return, like the wind

To our home

Stare at my forehead

You will find instead of flowers,
palm trees

And instead of streams, sweat

But you will find me as I was

Small

And beautiful

ou — boot
th - through
in — inside
r —rolled

7 — distinctly Arabic sound. Heavy “h” (NOT to be substituted with “kh”)

3 — guttural sound, first sound in Arabic for Arabic. Exaggeration of French

“"_ys
T

Approximate Duration: 7 mins 30 secs
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Gharib fi madina ba3ida

Poem: Mahmoud Darwish

(1941 - 2008)

Massoud

Mahmoud Darwish, in memoriam
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The speed of the trill is proportional to the dynamic. When two vowels are indicated, the first one should be

* The rhythms of these trills should not exceed triplet eight notes. The pitches must be clear at all times.
assigned to the note of the trill, and the other one to the neighbour note.
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